
Disposable respirators

European Standards for respiratory protection

EN 136 Respiratory protective devices. Full face masks. 

EN 137 Respiratory protective devices. Self-contained open-circuit compressed air breathing apparatus with full face 

EN 140

EN 14387

(previous EN 371 & EN 141)

EN 143

EN 145 Respiratory protective devices. Self-contained closed-circuit breathing apparatus compressed oxygen or com-

EN 12941

(previous EN 146) ing, marking.

EN 12942

(previous EN 147)

EN 149

EN 14594

(previous EN 270 & EN 1835) marking.

EN 402 Respiratory protective devices. Lung governed demand self-contained open-circuit compressed air breathing 

EN 405

Substance Filter Type ( Color Code) Type of hazard Type of  protection

Gas and Vapour

EN 14387 & EN 405

A (Brown) – Organic Vapors with boiling point

B (Grey) – Inorganic gases and vapors

E (Yellow) – Acid gases and vapors

K (Green) – Ammonia and organic ammonia derivatives

P (white) – Particulate

Half face masks (use with special

hazard. Depending on situation powered

air purifying respirators, airline & escape

respirators can be used.

Dusts, Mists,

Metal fumes, Par-

ticles

EN 143 and EN 149

P1, P2, P3 (color code White)

Protection against particulates

FFP1, FFP2, FFP3 disposable / limited life

respirators or half face / full face masks

with cartridges marked as amongst others as P 

Gas and Vapor

EN 14387 good warning properties marked according to type of hazard.

Depending on situation powered air

purifying respirators, airline & escape

respirators can be used.

Respiratory protection 
product categories 

included in this section

disposable respirators

face masks

        General Information

It should be taken into account that respiratory protection is falling into category III (protection against mortal 

made prior to selecting the right type of respiratory protection. 

Attention should be given to the following main aspects: 

OEL - Occupational Exposure Limit (is an upper limit on the acceptable concentration of a hazardous substance in 

workplace air for a particular material or class of materials)

TWA - 8 hours Time Weighted Average (it is used as the average exposure to a contaminant to which workers may 

They are usually expressed in units of ppm (volume/volume) or mg/m3)

STEL - Short-Term Exposure Limit (is a limit value above which exposure to a substance should not occur and usually 

After air monitoring the Measured Exposure Level should be compared to Occupational Exposure Limit. Measured 

exposure level should be divided by OEL to get a Respiratory Hazard Level. 

Based on calculations and situation appropriate Respirator with greater APF (Assigned Protection Factor) should be 

selected.
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